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SsouzE 
ANIMA DVERSIONS 
SCRIPTURES 
EING THE ONLY PRINCIPAL AND PERFECT RULE 


To 
SALVATION; h | 
V hich are no way intended III rect reſpe& due to them, 


ut to provoke the Profeſſors of to an impartial Inquiry 
er, and Attention to, that which is and ever was 


he Living, Ancient, Unalterable, Univerſal Rule, viz. 
THE SPIRIT, LIGHT, OR GRACE, 
0F OUR LORD AND SAVIOUR FESUS CHRIST. 


RICHARD MORRIS, of RvczLy, Staffordſhir 
Written about the Year 17432. 
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1 John ii. 27. « Ye need net that any Man teach you but as the ſame 
ating teacheth you of all things, and is Truth.” 2 


1 | — — 4 

R. BaxcLay's Apology, page 86. © We alſo are very willing 
admit it as a . That whatſoever any do, 2 
tending to the Spirit, which is qoonary Scriptures, be 5 


ounted and reckoned a deluſion of the * 
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INTRODUCTION. +» 


L HE following Tra came but lately under my 
tice, 8 it is more than fifty years ſince it 
a written, It is at this time uricertain, whether or 

the Author intended it for publication. ; but as | 


ſeems to me to point out, not only what the. | 


tiptures are, but, with much force and perſpi- 


ty, to prove what they are not, I have appre- 
nded that its circulation might be of general 
ice. | | 

By affixing to thoſe writings, the title of Tus 
0D, I think the honour of Chriſt, to whom 


cit is ſtritly appropriate, hath been derogated 
43 ä : 


vi INTRODUCTION, 
from, and ane if not atheiltical infidelity pro- 


— *＋ — A WW; 4 


moted. 


But, while it is of i _— that the Scripture 
be not characterized by an appellation which m. 
tendency to limit the judgment concerning hes 
an divert the attention from Him, whoſe * Nan 
is called The vnd of Gude and che dense 
open the uhderftatding profitably to read te 
it is alſo important that 0 2 
| mation. 


Wanbo! 


kette informing us of the works of creatid 
and Providence; they convey to us the eh 
Chriſt, his ſufferings, death," and refitrett 
ny alſo ſet forth the intereſt we. have in Hit, 
our Saviour, and the means by which the re 
tion of mankind, from the guilt and puniſna 
of fin, is to be accomplithed. Inſtead then oft 


INTRODUCTION. Vit. 
teavouring to neee ad lay them waſte, as is 
become the practice of many of later time, there is 
gent cauſe to acknowledge the divine goodneſs in 
their preſervation, and to 3 them as a treaſure, 
fr the right uſe of which, thoſe, who have he 
privilege of reading them, will be held accountable. 


% 


MORRIS BIRKBECK, | 


Wanborough, Firſt Mo, 27th, 
1798, 
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7 PPOSITION, ee. 


4 7 the Holy Scriptures be the rule, I defire 
to know, whether all, from the beginning 

of Geneſis to the end of the Revelations, be the 
rule; or only ſome part of them be ſo? I ſay, is 
all that relates to the laws of Moſes, the genealogies, 
all that Job's friends ſaid, the rule? For God's 
wrath was kindled againſt them; and Job bimſelf 
had darkened counſel by words without knowledge. 
And Paul faid,* « But I ſpeak this by permiſſion, 
« and not of commandment.” And again,“ Hut 
to the reſt ſpeak I, not the Lord.“ Again,“ 
« Now concerning virgins, I have no command- 
ment of the Lord: yet I give my judgment.” 
Now may it not be well to conſider how much Paul 
ſake, and not the Lord; and whether that be as 


Job Ali. 7. 8. b Ibid. xxxviii, 2. and xlii. 3. * x Car. vil. 6, 
* T Cor. vii. 13. * Thid vil. 25. 
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ee pert of the rule, as what th Tand id 
him commandment to ſpeak ; but if all and every 
part is not the rule, then, whether it be not nece{ 
fary to know which words are the rale, or a patt 
&f the rule, and which are not ? | a 


2d, If the whole Bible, or the greateſt part 6f 
it, is affirmed to be the rule, let it be conſidered, 
whether all thoſe who hold the whole, or greateſt 
part to be ſo, ought not to have it ready by bean, 
or in their mind, to direct them on all occaſions? 
Or, if dar ens ſhort of that, whether they am af 
ſhort of their rule? 


3d. If we ſhould allow, te 
learned and ſtudious therein, have the generality 
of the Scriptures in their minds; yet I would ak 
who, or how many amongſt theſe men, underſtand 
perfectly the ſenſe and meaning of them all; ot f 
much of them as are taken for the rule? 


- 4th. If the twenty-ſix biſhops of this kingdom, 
ſhould take upon them to give their particular ſenſe 
of all the Scriptures, can it be preſumed but-thit 
they would vary very much in their ſentiments upat 
many, if not moſt — of thein ? See See. 43 4% 


5th. If they give different interpretations a 


TIT! onry WULE: To SALV ATION» * 


them, thoſe 5 commer ail by 


right, and if all be not right, and certainly agros- 
able to the mind of God, and intention of his Spirit 


142 


inderſtood, I preſume, cannot: be a periect rule to 
thoſe that © ee gh a of m 
them, Dy” . | 

6th. 3 
it may reaſonably be concluded, that the whole 


aforeſaid learned men; then, how much of them 
may be ſuppoſed r ee 


the learned clergy, ſo called, or miniſters, under- 
and the whole, of ſuch part as is taken for the 
rule, and that the laity learn it at their lips 3 how 


theſe learned mon is the right (ſeeing what theſe 
cceive from them muſt be the rule to the laity) 
mile the learned diſagree ſo much among them- 
ſelves ? | uh e's wen {ht 5 


8 


bat dictatecd then 3 then thoſe ſo interpreted and 


1th. 1 6 


ſhall the laity know which of the various ſeaſes.of = 


8h, If it be thought the laity may ſaſely depend 
dn the learning and integrity of the clergy, ſo. 
d, or teachers, in telling them what is their 
ue (which is much the ſame as taking the clergy 
4 6 | 
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or teachers for their rule), what neceſlty is there 
for the laity's having or reading any bible at all? + 


gth. If it be granted that ſome part or parts of 


the Scriptures are a ſufficient" rule, I would ak 
how far theſe texts following, or any one of them, 
t t He hath ſhewel 
« thee, O man, what is good; and what doth the 
Lord require of thee, but to do juſtly, and to love 
© mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God,” 
 « Pure religion and undefiled before God and the 
« Father, is this, to viſit the fatherleſs and widows 
ce in their affliction, and to keep thyſelf unſpotted 
c“ from the world.” * Jeſus ſaid unto him, Thou 
. & ſhalt love the Lord thy God with all thy beat, 
« and with all thy ſoul, and with all thy mind 
« This is the firſt and great commandment, And 
te the ſecond is like unto it; Thou ſhalt" love thy 
r as thyſelf, On theſe two command- 


falls ſhort of a rule? viz. 


« ne 


« ments hang all the law and the - prophets 


i« And he (the lawyer) anſwering, ſaid,” Th 
« ſhalt love che Lord thy God with all thy be 
« and with gl}: thy-foul, and with all thy f 


“ and with all thy mind, and thy neighbour s 


« ſelf.” And he (Jeſus) faid unto him, 


« haft anfwered right: this do, and thou ſhalt live 


K Micah vi. 8. 8 James 1845. d Mat, xxii. 37, 38, 39.46 
i Luke x. 27, 28. 1 


% 
Fr 


"nx + RULE, TO, SALVATION. 1 3. 


,« For this, Thou halt not commit adultery; thou 


po « hale not kill; thou, ſhale: not esl g, thou te 


« not bear falſe witneſs; thou. ſhalt not covet; 
«and if there be any other commandment, it is 

«briefly comprehended in this ſaying, namely, 
« Thou ſhalt love thy - neighbour as thyſelf.” 
 « Therefore all things whatſoever ye would that. 
men ſhould do. unto you, do ye even ſo to them; 
for this is the law and the prophets.” 4 For. 
all the law is fulfilled i in one word, even in this; 
Tou ſhalt love thy neighbour as thyſelf,” I aſk 
hc:her one or two of theſe texts may not amount 
o a ſufficient rule 3. * muſt have a 1 rule ? 


r0th, Now, Wough x we freely 8 the 5 
ah Scriptures, - giving them preference to all 
der writings in the world; and conſequently | 
wſt acknowledge the teſtimony. borne by them : . 

© « Whatſoever things were written aforetime, 
were written for our learning ; that we through 
patience and comfort of the Scriptures might 
have hope.” And, “ The Holy Scriptures are 
able to make wiſe unto falvation, through faith 
which is in Chriſt Jeſus,” &c, Vet that they ate 
t, but that an inward living one is, the principal, 
tfect, univerſal rule and guide, may. Wr ee 


Rom, xiii 9. Ila u 14 I Gal. v. 14. r $e7de 
| 2 Tim. ii. 13. ">. 27. 
. 
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appear from many texts of the ſame; as 1 John ii, 


20, 27. John vi. 45. Rom. viii. 16. 1 Joba ii. wh 
24. Jer. xxxi. 23 32 33+ I xvi. Ty ty * 
1 Gay: 1 ii. 6 to 45. op” | $7 
11th. For if it be impolſible to dot Mind o 
deaf man a true idea of colours or ſounds, by any a 
outward deſcriptions of them: then neither can * 


any outward deſcription or verbal teſtimony alone, 
give any man a true knowledge of. the things 


God. See SeRt. 42, 43, 44. 


12th, For it will be readily * me þ th 
words, or deſcriptions of things, are not the thing 
themſelves : Therefore, though the Scriptures tel 
me, that © all the law is fulfilled in one word lone 
« even in this, Thou ſhalt love thy neighbour; 
« thyſelf; yet by this word, love, I do not kn 
what love is; nor do I find how ang; 
(intuitively,) and that I dwell in it, by — 
ture, er 1 * as n N 


"213th. It is pollible ſome e 
me very ignorant for making the aforeſaid ec 
ſion; but I would deſire ſuch to conſider G6 
over again, and tell me how they come to In 
what love is, and how it operates in them; 
what degree; and to what perſon and thing ; 4 


1 


4 4 
7 f 
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whether in ſuch meaſures and upon ſuch principles 
s God will approve of: I ſay, let them examine 
whether they know this by fome outward writing, 


or from an inward principle or ſenſe. 
t4th. The Scriptures tell us, we ſhould do, or 
not do, ſuch and ſuch things; but do not (What if 
I ſhould ſay, cannot) tell us what we do: which is 
what is called by ſome, de. jure, n em 
8. F [SHER 's an 746. 6 TS 


15th, The Scripture, indeed, 9 0 6 « Be 
« not proud. „ Beware of covetouſneſs, 

1« which is idolatry.” * Whoſoever looketh 
n woman to luſt after her, hath committed 


© adultery with her already in his heart.. Thou | 


„ ſhalt not hate thy brother in thine heart.“ 
Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy God with all thy 
heart.” „ Thou ſhalt love thy neighbour as 
« thyſelf,” * Though 1 beſtow. all my goods 


*to feed the poor, and though I give my body to 
* be burned, and have not charity, it profiteth me 


* nothing.” Which things no putward teſtimony 

can give me the true "VS Fo: as is #9 

dect. 125 = 5 . 3-34" ; 

Jer. xiii. 15. P Luke xii. 15. 1 Col. iii. 5, * Mat. v. 28. 
Lev. xix. 17. Mat. xzii. 37. * 39. 1 Cor, xiii, 3. 
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Obviate theſe Welles, 
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| 16th. Seeing then, that the true Kknowledp weig 
and obſervation of theſe things, with many more ll 0g? 


exceedingly concern our everlaſting well-being; nne 


it is very neceffary we ſhould have ſomething gear 
'whereby we may certainly know whether we ar 22! 
guilty of the things forbidden ; and in the a * prace, 


of thoſe S FO | | nature 
| | 20 3 WY piefer 
10. But the Scriptures eantoe tell me vide more 
I am proud, covetous, I luſt, hate, or love Gel bert 
with all my heart, and my neighbour as myſef; * thin 
have ſuch charity as the giving the body to he it!“ 
burned is no certain ſign of, &c. That 1 % © hou 
which ſhews me theſe things truly and intuitive | 
muſt be ſome living principle, even in the mind 21ſt 
heart: viz. the light, ſpirit or grace of God wiſhing 
which the Holy Scriptures do amply witneſs z (fr dem, 
' which ſte Sect. 10.) and without the guidance « 0" 
this light, ſpirit, or grace, the Scriptures may true, bu 
without diſteſpect, be eſteemed as a dead * Ron 
| See Sect 42. 4. 5 
18th. Some may think they tis have an ale for — 
this ready enough; and tell us that the light © even { 
nature, or a natural conſcience, r᷑aſon, or the heat 


Jer. X\ 
of man, is ſufficient to ſhew us theſe . ann 


*Þ SY | LIL 
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19th. But whatſoever is able to determine theſe 
weighty affairs, on which our ſalvation depends, 
ought it not to de ſomething that is certain and 
n nee may be relied on? 5 
20th. Now is this any r to God, his 
Wl erace, or ſpirit, that natural reaſon, the light of 
nature, natural conſcience, &c. ſhould have the 
© 1 WW preference to his heavenly light and ſpirit, as a 
1 more certain guide to be depended on? Is not the 
6 Gal bert of man faid to be v © deceitful above all 
elt 6 things, and deſperately wicked, who can know 
to be Cit?” * And that every imagination of the | 
J f thoughts of dis heart was only evil b 77 
aitively, 
mind &« "ſt 80 that the n eren 4 
00 L a iecting us to examine, interpret, and underſtand 
them, by any of the faculties of man in his own - 
nature; that they not only give us the aboveſaid warn 
ngs, but further tell us, © God” faith Paul, « hath 
* revealed them unto us by his ſpirit; for the ſpi- 
*rit ſearcheth all things, yea, the deep things of 
* God. For what man knoweth the things of a 
man, fave the ſpirit of man, which. is in him? 
n fo the thidgs:of God knvwoth as cm; but 


Jer. xvii, 9. * Gen, vi. 5. 7 x Cor. i. 20, i. "Ip 
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iN tc the ſpirit of God. But the. aun man, re 
© ceiveth not the things of the ſpirit of God; for 
« they are fooliſhneſs unto him; neither can he 
«© know them, - becauſe they are Ws dil, 
4 S vos mens my 4 45 #6; 


— ——— — - 
* 9 * I * 2 
= * 
- * - 


2 
> 


2 22d. No doubt on Paul here: * by 

who had natural reaſon; and ſo no queſtion * 
Chriſt's diſciples when he told them, 1 have yet 
many things to ſay unto you, but ye Sn en ur 

<« bear them now. - Howbeit, when the \ ſpirit oil. 
truth is come te ſeems they wanted the further 
aſſiſtance and openings of the ſpirit; but 

not diredded to their natural reaſon or abilities 

The apoſtle Paul alſo further ſheweth the inabil 

of man's wiſdom, /*. For it is written, I willd 

<« {troy the wiſdom. of the wiſe, and will brigg 8 

Es nothing the underſtanding of the prudent. M 

. « js the wiſe? where is the ſcribe? where is the 
e ä diſputer of this world? hath not "God 1 
IP «fooliſh the wiſdom of this world?“ And i 
fame apoſtle ſaith, * The Spirit itſelf (not natus 


„ 
* 


— 
* _— 


— —_ 
— — 
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( 
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5 
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* Now we have received, not the /dirit of the evorld, but the 
ſpirit, which is of God;, that we might know the things ths 
are r. given to us or God. 


* 


* John xvi. . 12, 13.1 can. l. 10 * Row. vl 4 
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ral light, reaſon; &e.) beareth grienelſs 1 * 5 
ſpirit, that we are the children of God.“ 


| >. 
23d. But it is uſually objected, that there is 
reat danger in pretending to any inward: divine 
zt or ſpirit 3 becauſe ſatan. himſelf is, or may be 
ransformed into an angel of light: grant this, but 
What then; does ſatan never pretend to reaſon 
o; and is there no poſſibility of his deceiving 
jen a under a pretence. of that? 


24th. How will ſuch be Sn Fas Gatan' 8 
uking uſe. of Holy Scriptures alſo, to impoſe upon 
unkind ? for that has been one of his attempts, 
en upon our Saviour. © himſelf. And I am per- 
ded, ſuch as make the objection will grant, that 
an is not wanting in this day to deceive perſons 
differing perſuaſions, by allowing them to pre- 
nd a value for the Holy Scriptures ;. while he 
ads them into a wrong application and ſenſe of 


25th, Chriſt, ſpeaking of the good. ſhepherd, 
d of the hireling, the thief, the robber, faith, * 
The ſheep follow him (the ſhepherd) -for they F 
kaow his voice; and a ſtranger they will nat 

* . | | 


1 Nat. iv. 3. 6. John x. 2 to .. 


- 
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« follow, but they will fee from bim for 41 
« know not the voice of ſtrangers,” - 1 


Abh. Now, for any to ſuppoſe they maykn 
the voice of the good ſhepherd from the voice 
ſtrangers or hirelings, by comparing their dem 
with the Scriptures, how ſhall ſuch be' afſared thi 
do not err if the examination or compariſon? Wh 
ſhall be judge inthe caſe ? the Scriptures cannot x 
mendiffer. The queſtion then is, Whether thoſe da 
trines expreſsly or virtually agree with the doin 
delivered in the Scriptures ; ſo that there is ay 
ceſſity for a third thing to make the exatninatia 
and that can be nothing leſs, or elſe; but the hi 
of God, which gave forth the Scriptures, that c 
determine this point; for is not 5 the heart 
ce ceitful above all things, and deſperately wicke 


« who can know it? I the Lord ſearch the bei bath! 
I try the reins,” See Sect. 12, 20, 21, al 
and Chrift foretold of falſe Chriſts and ff ou, 
' prophets that ſhould ariſe ; and ſhould ſhew g nd þ 
ſigns and wonders, infomuch that, if it were In ti 
ſible, they ſhould deceive the very ele, * s w 
DOR Beg Wem w 

27th. So then, there is no ſafety, no aſſum i Tha 

of the things belonging to the kingdom of G man ti 
| s the 

Jer. xvii. 9, 20. Rev. xiii, 14—16. Wi 

* id, cx) 
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owledge of him, but by being taught by the 
mforter, ® © by the teaching of the anointing. 
« But ye have an unction from the Holy One, 
ind ye know all things. But the anointing 
which ye have received of him, abideth in you- 
and ye need not that any man teach you: but 
the ſame anointing teacheth you of all things, 
and is Truth, and is no lie: and even as it hath 
aught you, ye Hall abide in his!” | 8 
28th, This therefore "ER 3 

nal rule or guide, with reſpect to all times and 
aces when and , where the Scriptures of the Old 
Ney Teſtament never came or were. known, 
well as where they are ; 1 © The Lord bath 
made known his ſalvation; bis righteouſneſs . 
bath he openly ſhewed in the ſight of the heathen. 
—ll the ends of the earth'bave ſeen the ſalvation 
of our God.“ * 4 The Lord is good to all: 
nd his tender mercies are over all his works.“ 
In the beginning was the word, and the word 
was with God, and the word was God. In 
tim was life, and the life was the light of men.“ 
That was the true light, which lighteth every 
man that cometh into the world.” * And this 

s the condemnation, that light is come into the 


John xvi. 12, 13. * x John ii. 20. 27. | Pſalm xcviii 2, g- 
ib. calv.g, John i. 1. ® 4. * 9. John iii. 19, 20. 
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« world, and men loved i rather tha N 
e becauſe their deeds were evil. For. 
< that doth evil, hateth the light, neither * 
the light, left his deeds ſhould be reproved 
But the manifeſtation of the ſpirit is given 
every man to profit withal. + © For the g 
of God that bringeth ſalvation, hath appeared 
all men.“ Therefore, as by the, offence 
« one, judgment came upon all men to con 
e nation, even ſo by the righteoufneſs of one, 
<< free gift came upon all men unto ſultificatia 
«-Jife,”” * « For as in all die, even i 
« Chriſt ſhall all be made alive,” * © After 
I beheld, and lo, a great multitude, which not 
could number, of all nations, and kindreds, 
people, and tongues, ſtood before che throne, 
cc before the lamb, clothed with white robes, 
* palms in their hands,” * Then Peter of 
his mouth, and faid, Of a truth I perceive't 
God is no reſpecter of perſons: but in ef 
'« nation, he that feareth him, and worketh ij 
eouſneſs, is accepted with him.“ * For 
„the Gentiles which have not the law, ® 
nature the things contained in the law, | 
having not the law are a law unto then 
* which ſhew the work of the law written in i 
'» x Cor. xii. 7. 4 Tit. ii, 11. Rom. v. x8, *1 Cor. 
Rev. vii. 9. Acts x, 34, 35, Rom. ii. 1415 
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arts ; their conſcience-alſo. bearing witneſs, and 
teir thoughts the mean while accuſing or elſe 
acuſing one another.” 4 Some of their own 
poets ſaid” that In him (i. e. in God) we live 
and move, and have our being. | 


29th. I ſhall willingly grant that the Chriſtians 
had the advantage of the Gentiles, as Paul 
| concerning the Jews; and that, much every 
wy; chiefly, becauſe,” faith he, © unto them 
rere committed the oracles of God: (which 
y well be referred to the diſpenſation. of Moſes ; 
ad his antitype Jeſus Chriſt) which the Jews had, 
d we have received the advantage of, more than 
heathen : 7 although every ſpeech from God in 
heart of man, may be truly called the oracle of 


v;0 1 


4th, Let it then be allowed, that the Chriſtian 
old has received five talents, and the Gentiles but 
jo or one; ® the queſtion: then is, Whether two 
alents, or one, is not capable of improvement and 
vantage, to the ſalvation of the ſoul that honeſtly 
ins with the bleſſed efficacy: of it? © There is 
one glory of the ſun, and another glory of the 
Ads xvii. 28, Rom. iii. 1, 2. 7 As vii. 38, 
Mat. xv. 15, & ſeq, 1 Cor. xv. 41. 


- 


8 


reſt might not have ſuch knowledge, if they di 


ſides, one might reaſonably think that many of eic 1 


, \ J 
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e moon, and another glory- of the ſtars; . 
0 _ differeth from n ſtar ir ens 1 


© " 


\ Gr HR: bs: i 


- wr Bat! it is an hard thing for many Chriſt | 
to conceive how the Gentiles ſhould come 10 felt 
tion (though they would willingly exerciſe chain, : 


towards them) ſeeing they lack the benefit af Mit 


Holy Scriptuies, and the advantage of the learned 
to explain them; and to draw from | thence, aid 
their own - conceptions, tie neceffary Chriſta 
creeds; whereby they might bave a true * 
ledge of God, ee e cheir en dat 


32d. Of ſuch I works at; hw 8 are - aur 
many of them have not as true knowledge of Gol 
as many of thoſe called Chriſtians ? and if ſome oi" 
them have a true knowledge of him, in ſons 
meaſure, what reaſon there is to be given why tee 


not wilfully reject it? as many called Chriſtian Wh 
= to weir on a condemnation. n oy 1 hwy 


33d. 17 we were wink by the fruits of bod ld 


of them, both Chriſtians: and Heathens, had oot 
much knowledge or belief of God Almighty. ; 


34th. Nor is it reaſonable to conclude tht 


TG. P 


ars; form; 
"2 Bea 
0. Fache 
y Chriſtia 
me to ſalys 
Tciſe chari 
nefit.of the 
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e who can talk moſt of God, and declare their 
rf of him in the moſt copious manner, and the 
| ſcholaſtic method and terms, know moſt. of 
for it were no hard matter to teach not only 
| | called the apoſtles? creed, but the Athanaſian 
þ, to a very ignorant and wicked . of 
iſtiabĩty, or a Heathen, - | 


15th, This then being evident, I would aſk 
y one, of what extent the confeſſion, or how large 
particular the creed, muſt be, to anſwer the ex- 
dation of ſuch as queſtion the means of ſalvation 
forded to the Heathen ? _ 


th. That we or they may have ground to 
lieve they are in a, capacity of ſalvation, muſt 
ey believe and underſtand-the creed of Athanaſius, 
1d every article thereof; as delivered in the li- 
gy of the church of England? which ſays, that 
Whoſoever will be ſaved, before all things it is 
neceſſary that he hold the catholic faith; which 
lth, except every one do keep whole and unde- 


Chriſtian 
* 28, 


its . 


fled, without doubt ſhall periſh everlaſtingly.“ 
any of cac rely every underſtanding man muſt grant this an 
had cot! leſſon, even reſpeRing the trinity itſelf, as it is 
hey.” ere expreſſed ; which the learned have been, and; 


are, at irreconcileable odds about, though under 
5 * and community; ſo that, if 


lude that 
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| what they there further foy be trus yu: this «1 


lend ſeems to have charity towards all that die 


* ; x 
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what muſt we ſuppoſe will becothe of all thoſe i 
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« therefore that will be ſa ved muſt thus: dünk 
the trinity; what a doabtful condition. WI ty 
wany of their on church be in, as” well 'as 1 
Pagans and Mahometans ! Vet the church ef Eg 


their communion ; ſaying Foraſmuch as it K 
« pleaſed Almighty God of his great mercy to ti 
e unto himſelf the fout of our dear brother he 
« departed, we therefore commit his . 
ground in fure and certain e 
„ 225 


37th. From what is above obſerved, it feet 
neceſſary to make ſome abatemems, for truth n 
charity's ſake ; and then I deſite to aſk; 
that called the poſe" cred be bene "Xp 
A ar a 5 * 


48th. u this de expire cn 

judge man's belief and knowledge ef God c 
be too large) I query whether every word or attid 
of that creed be necefary, I mean abfolutely neci 
fary to falvation? If it be faid, they ate; tis 


every pariſh or congregation, who have nat 
thodox apprehenſion of every article therein ec 
tained? which may reaſonably be ſuppoſed to 
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fmall number K (otherwile ſuppoſe) goneſt 
viſtians : for inftance, how many ſenſes THould 
neet with, if a whole pariſh were ſingly aſlted; 
ntely, how that article" is to de under ſtobd, 
ich ſays concerning Chriſt, that, « He "deſcended 
ito hell?“ other inſtances might de offered, 
ich | ſhall offi at preſent. - hy 


—— > Yo 


ch. From what has been ſaid, dent n it 
| | be 2 very nice undertaking, for any man or 
to determine precifely the number of articles 
Jextent of that creed, without which-a man Gas 
be faved ; unleſs they ſatisfy themſelves with 
woſing a very ſhort one; of which Paul, tid 
t with divine aſſiſtance and charitable caution, 
8 an excellent example: ſpeaking of the won- 
efficacy of faith in God, be faith, * But 
rhout faith it is impolſfible t6 pleafe him; fot 
| that cometh to God, muſt believe that He in, 
| that he is a rewarlet of them that en 


2 him,” ; « 2 


th, This is one ane s creed, which is für 
t, or it is not ſufficient. If it be ſukcient, 
many an honeſt; though unlearned, Chriſtian 
Japree to it; and ſo, I doubt hot; may many 
tue eſteemed Heathens too: If it be not ſuffi - 
d Heb. xt. 6. 
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cient, then who ſhall have | the - th of me 

it perfect ? Shall one man or many! 7 
who ſhall he be; and how comes he to that þ 
eminence ? If many, whence muſt they bare 
e e L bas 


x Pu 
— 4 . 


"aa, If the perſons could be agreed a on tot 
| creed, and they could alfo agree on terms 
articles, the? more they make them, the harder 
would be, both for themſelves and others, to ſubſe 
to: but if they ſhould be put to give 1 their ſenſe 
thoſe terms and articles, how various they wi 
manifeſt themiclves to be, nl has nc 
little ſhewn. N 


3 i Or i many or all of how ſhould a 
not only on thoſe terms and articles, but explica aled 
too ; yet I preſume it impoſſible to prove, whet 
any two of them had ideas alike correſponden 
thoſe terms; nor, if they ſhould, do 110 
poſſible they can be right, except they receive i 
by divine revelation; if we believe the teſtin ne n 
of Chriſt, who ſaid “ No man knoweth the o mo 
but the Father, neither knoweth any man to 
« F ather, ſave the Son, and he to whomſoe re e he: 
Son will reveal him.“ 3 nor t 


© Mak. xi. 27. 


7x7 > 
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ji. Some, perhaps, may-ſay, that Jeſus Chriſt, | 
revealed the Father to us, in and by the Scrip- 
s; but ſuch | ought to conſider, that to read 
by ſayings there concerning him, is ſhort of 
revelation. How long may a man read there of 
jen and hell, before he knows what or where, 
re? And is not God as incomprehenſible ?. 
ge that make that anſwer ſhould mind well, 
t words are not ideas; nas pes hy Oe | 
mlelves. See Sect. 11 to 17. | 


l Chriſt ſaith to his diſciples, « « Whom. 
je that I am? And Simon Peter anſwered, 
| aid, Thou art Chriſt, the Son of the living 
od. And Jeſus anſwered and ſaid unto him, 
eſſed art thou; for fleſh and blood hath: not re- 
aled it unto thee, but my Father which is in 
ren,” This was not by the letter; nor did 
y that ſaw Jeſus himſelf in perſon, and the 
cles he wrought, believe, © For neither did 
$ brethren believe in him,” 1 From that 
ne many of his diſciples went back, and walked 
more with him. Which may be juſtly im- 
to their negle of the inward revelation of God 
e heart; for, what elſe was wanting ? not Rea- 
nor the Wiſdom of this world. What ſays Paul? - 


vii, 17. Matt. x3i. 11, 1a, 13. Matte xvi. 15,16, T7. 
e wg. Jahn vi. . b x Cor. i. 20. 
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| « js the Hhptterof this wo? (hath mer Gehn 
_ fg6lif the wiſdom of His world P*: ag 
tber; Howbeit we pede width nog 
Uttar perfect: yer not che wide ef 
world: not of the princes of cord, third 
to ndught: Hut we ſpeak the wiſdom dr. 
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© things of u anf laue the ſpirit ef nun 


| received, not the ſplrit of the world; * 


we n en 


30% on F e o s 
« where a the viſe ? Whereis Herbe! 


ft a myſtery; even“ the kidden- Id wi 
Gol otdairied befbte tie word untd owt g. 
« which none of the*printes- of cis o0HId E. 
&« for had they known it, they would not | 
&deffied the Lord bf yivry. But av iris 
Eye fh net ſeen; nor err beurd, neither 
S'erttered into ce heart of man de things 

Cod hath prepared for tem thut love him, 
* God hatt revealed them wnto us by his $ 
fot the'Spirit ſearthetk all; things yea; the 
«things of God; For what” man knowetl 


i in Him? even ſo the things of God ln 
4nd man, but the Spirit of God: Nom 


* whictt'is of Qod ; that we miglit k 
«* that” are freely given to vr 6g 6 
„things alſs' we peak, not in the' words 
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Fdtual.” Put tie faturab man receivellindr e 
kings of che Spit of Gul 7 for chẽy ace fd 
i unto Him; melther ein ROK HEHE; be 
uſe they alk Piru dilcertisd ' Neck ry ito" 
Though T havs repeated Wine texts Here chat 
bottsinetk in Seck. 21 to 22% afbregöfng, I Judge 
e noc be most mußertusa, tut eat res” 
g ther ed d cultate : 54235 @ C0152 » 03 21 
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I, To Conte; e 1 
xars, That the Bible, or Holy Scriptures, -th#f 
now have (and neither more nor leſs), cannot 
THE Rule and Standard of Truth, whereby 
things relating to Divine affairs are to be 
wed and tried: but that we muſt depend on 
ſe other thing, which is abundantly teſtified of, 
hoſe holy Scriptures, which we yet enjoy the 
ort of; ſome texts, as evidences thereof, are 
d to in Sections 10, 24, 27, 28. 43, 44+ 
ras the who le world has need of ſalvation, and 
nſequently of a Saviour; ſo God is willing all 
n ſhould be ſaved, and come unto the knowledge 
the truth.“ Therefore Chriſt gave himſelf a 
om for all.. Now though nothing were out- 
ray written for the upholding of the Devil's 
om, few or none will doubt but he is 
and ready to teach, and draw by his inward 


& x Tim. ii. 4. * Ver. 6. 
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ſuggeſtions, abundantly to thoſe things that m 
wicked: fo if we do not allow; that God, by ki 


holy Spirit, is as able and ready to teach, and dus 


by his inward: directions and divine Grace, out of 
wickedneſs into righteouſneſs, where outward writ, 
ings are wanting, then we ſhould inſinuste the 
God is not ſo much concerned to ſave as the Dei 
is to deſtroy z nor would the remedy be_as exten- 


ſive and efficacious as the diſeaſe ; which, how! 
nn 
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